Information for Crime Victims

This leaflet provides the following information to victims of crime and
their families (hereafter referred to as “victims”).

O Procedures of police investigation, court trial, punishment imposed
to offenders, and cooperation required during the procedures.
O Victim support services available.
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[ Request for cooperation }

In order for us to arrest the offender soon and to
punish them severely, the victim and his/her
family’s cooperation is indispensable.

To be more specific, we might ask the victim to
do the following things.

Interview

When a victim reports a criminal incident to the
police, the investigator in charge will question the
victim about the details of the incident as well as
the details of the offender. The victim is also
requested at times to go through an interview by
a public prosecutor, which is an important
procedure for the prosecutor to determine
whether or not to indict the offender.

Provision of evidence

Victims are sometimes asked to provide the
clothing they were wearing, or objects in their
possession at the time of the crime. Those items
will be used in trials as convincing material
evidence.

Items provided as evidence are returned after
the investigation has been completed.

If the offender has had physical contact with
the victims’ body, the victim may be carrying
material that could identify the offender, and
therefore they may be asked to provide evidence
from their own body.

On-site investigation of the crime scene

Victims are sometimes asked to accompany the
investigators to a crime scene to explain what
happened on the spot of occurrence. Although
this takes some time, it is sometimes necessary in
order to clarify the circumstances under which the
crime was committed.

Victim support services provided by
the police

Notice to the victims

The officer in charge of the case will notify the
person who reported the crime whenever there is
information regarding the progress of the
investigation, whether or not the suspect has
been arrested, or the punishment the offender
has received.
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Benefit system for crime victims

Under this system, the national government
makes benefit payments to the bereaved families
of crime victims who lost their lives in an intended
criminal act (murder or injury), victims who have
sustained disabilities, victims who have suffered
from a severe injury or disease which required a
long term medical treatment and hospitalization,
and those who are not receiving sufficient
compensation from the perpetrator.

©Applicable criminal acts
Benefit payment will be given to those crime
victims if they are dead, severely injured/sickened
or become disabled as a result of criminal acts
(not acts of negligence) that take place inside the
country or those that take place outside the
country on a Japanese ship or aircraft.

- Bereavement Benefit
This is paid to family members of the deceased
victim.

- Disability Benefit
This is paid to victims who have become
disabled.

- Severe Injury and Disease Benefit
This is paid to victims who have suffered a severe
injury or disease.

X Victims or their survivors eligible to receive
benefit payment are those who hold Japanese
citizenship or who live in Japan. Foreigners
holding residence in Japan at the time of a
criminal incident are also eligible.

X Crime Victims Benefit Payment Law provides
the range and order of bereaved family
members who are eligible to receive payment,
the extent of lingering ailments, injury and
disease, application procedure and the amount
of benefit.
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[ Criminal Procedure ]

[ Crime occurrence ‘

1 Reported to police

N
f Police initiate investigation )
Police may ask the victims to explain the
circumstances, create a damage report or written
statement, submit evidence and attend an on-site
investigation at the crime scene. Police also may ask
the victims to consult a doctor in case they got
k injured or some other reasons, when necessary. j

[ Identify the offender based on evidence ]

¥

G _ . )
[ Voluntary interrogation } [ Arrest the suspect }

of the suspect

Police may ask the victims to explain the
circumstances again, identify the suspect, verify
evidence, and attend an on-site investigation at the

& crime scene. J

v L 4

Send documents R Send documents with
Police send documents suspect in custody

to the public Police send documents and
prosecutor’s office ) suspects to prosecutor
.............. ), AN Detention of the suspect
Release Judge permits detention of

.............................

the suspect based on the
prosecutor’s request

Prosecutor’s interrogation
Prosecutor may ask the victims to explain the
circumstances, or make written statements.

[ Prosecutor decides on charges ]

[ Not indicted ] Indicted 20 days

!

Trial
The victims may be called
\witnesses.
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